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Mr. Unperwoop, from the Committee on Post Officecand: Civil 
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REPORT 


[To accompany 8S. 2677} 


The Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2677) to restore to 70 pounds and 100 inches 
in girth and length combined the maximum weight and size limiia- 
tions for appliances, or parts thereof, for the blind, sent through the 
mails, having considered the same, report favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 


STATEMENT 


Prior to January 1, 1952, the weight and size limits for parcel 
ost in fourth-class mail were 70 pounds and 100 inches, girth and 
ength combined, respectively. 

Wich the enactment of Public Law 199 (S. 1335, 82d Cong., 
Ist sess.), with certain exceptions, these limits, if mailimgs are to or 
from one post office of the first class to another of the same class, but 
not including rural or star routes emanating from offices of the first, 
class, are 40 pounds local, first and second zones, and 20 pounds in 
zones 3 to 8, inclusive, with the size limit reduced from 100 inches 
to. 72 inches, girth and length combined. 

The exceptions as to commodities not included in these restrictions 
are baby fowl, live plants, trees, shrubs, or agricultural commodities 
(not including manufactured products thereof), and books, perma- 
nently bound for preservation, consisting wholly of reading matter or 
reading: matter with incidental blank spaces for students’ notations 
and containing no.advertising matter other than incidental announce- 
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ments of books. Also, on mailings in the United States, including 
the District of Columbia, for delivery by any Army or fleet post office 
or in any Territory or possession of the United States, including the 
Canal Zone and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the size 
limit remains 100 inches, girth and length combined, and there is no 
change in present law as to 70 pounds. 


PURPOSE OF BILL 


All this bill does is to remove the weight and size limitations set forth 
in Public Law 199 and restore the former weight and size limitations 
of 70 pounds and 100 inches in all post offices for all mailings of repro- 
ducers for sound-reproduction records for the blind, or parts thereof, 
and of Braille writers and other appliances for the blind, or parts 
thereof, when mailed under the provisions of the fourth and fifth 
paragraphs of the act of October 14, 1941, as amended (Public Law 
270, 77th Cong.; 39 U. S.-C. sec. 331). 

In the reports on S. 1335 (Public Law 199) it was stated that, if 
deficiencies or administrative difficulties are encountered in connec- 
tion with the weight and size limitations imposed under the act, such 
should be presented to the Congress for adjustment. It is believed 
that the limitations on these mailings for the blind is such a deficiency 
and should be removed as called for in this bill. 

Cost.—In the fiscal year 1950 the total revenue received from fourth- 
class matter for the blind mailed at 1 cent per pound was $5,787, and 
the total expenditures resulting from the transportation and handlin 
of such matter were $29,409. As stated by the Postmaster General, 
only a small additional cost may be expected if this measure is en- 
acted into law. 

AGENCY REPORTS 


Attached herewith are reports from the Postmaster General, in- 
cluding favorable report of the Bureau of the Budget, and of the 
Comptroller General. 


CoMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
Washington, February 29, 1952. 
Hon. Ourn D. JoHNstTon, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: I have your letter dated February 20, 1952, enclos- 
ing copies of 8S. 2677, Eighty-second Congress, entitled “A bill to restore to 
seventy pounds and one hundred inches in girth and length combined the maximum 
weight and size limitations for appliances, or parts thereof, for the blind sent 
through the mails,” and inviting any comment I may wish to make concerning 
the proposed legislation. 

An identical bill (H. R. 6383, 82d Cong.) is presently before the House Com- 
mittee on Post Office and Civil Service. 

Since the General Accounting Office, in carrying out its official responsibilities, 
has not acquired any special information with respect to the subject matter of 
S. 2677, I am not in a position to make any comment concerning the merits of its 
prowisions. 

Pursuant to your request, four carbon copies of this letter are enclosed 
herewith. 

Sincerely yours, 


Linpsay C. WARREN, 
Comptroller General of the United States. 
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OrricE oF THE PostMasTER GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., March 10, 1952. 
Hon. Ourn D. JoHNsTOoN, 
Chairman, Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, 
United States Senate. 

Dear Mr. CHarrMan: Reference is made to your request for a report on 8. 
2677, a bill to restore to 70 pounds and 100 inches in girth and length combined 
the maximum weight and size limitations for appliances, or parts thereof, for 
the blind sent through the mails. 

This measure provides— 

“That, in the case of reproducers for sound-reproduction records for the blind, 
or parts thereof, and of Braille writers and other appliances for the blind, or parts 
thereof, when mailed under the provisions of the fourth and fifth paragraphs of 
the Act of October 14, 1941, as amended (Public Law 270, Seventy-seventh 
Congress, 39 U. S. C., sec. 331), the maximum limit in weight shall be seventy 
pounds and the maximum limit of size shall be one hundred inches in girth and 
length combined. 
Sec. 2. This Act shall take effect ten days after the date of its enactment.” 

This measure has the effect of removing the weight and size limitations imposed 
by Public Law 199, approved October 24, 1951, as applied to parcel-post mail 
containing various appliances for the blind. Public Law 199 limits the size of 
parcel-post mail to 72 inches in girth and length combined, and the weight to 40 
pounds in the first and second zones, and 20 pounds in the third to eighth zones 
when such parcels are mailed at a first-class post office for delivery at a first-class 
post office. Under this a i parcels containing the items covered by the 
measure would only be subject to the maximum size and weight limits of 100 
inches in length and girth combined, and 70 pounds. 

In a letter dated October 22, 1951, from this Department to the Director of 
the Bureau of the Budget, it was stated in connection with S. 1335, subsequently 
enacted as Public Law 199, that “If deficiencies or administrative difficulties are 
observed after the law is in operation, these deficiencies and administrative diffi- 
‘culties can be presented to the Congress for its consideration.”’ It is believed 
that the limitation of size and weight im by Public Law 199, insofar as it 
applies to matter for the blind, is such a eficiency and should be removed. 

In the fiscal year 1950 the total revenue received from fourth-class matter for 
the blind mailed ‘at 1 ceht per pound was $5,787, and the total expenditures 
resulting from the transportation and handling of such matter were $29,409. 

In view of the very small additional cost that might result by the removal of 
size and weight limits for this matter for the blind as compared to the worthiness 
and need for such matter, this Department would interpose no objection to the 
enactment of this legislation. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there would be no objection to the 
presentation of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. M. Donatpson, 
Postmaster General. 
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